
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



/ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/902,796 


07/12/2001 


Charles T. Shotton JR. 


032393.0002 


7467 



21967 7590 12/03/2004 

HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT 
1 900 K STREET, N.W. 
SUITE 1200 

WASHINGTON, DC 20006-1109 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, CAM LINH T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2161 

DATE MAILED: 12/03/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Wfffww r\\+ LlKJi 1 wUf ff f f f f Cff Jf 


Application No. 

09/902,796 


Applicant(s) 
SHOTTON ET AL. 


Examiner 

CamLinh Nguyen 


Art Unit 

2161 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dan Kikinis 
(U.S. 5,727,159). 

♦ As per claim 1, 14, 21 - 22, 

Dan Kikinis (U.S. 5,727,159) discloses an apparatus comprising: 

- "Retrieval means for retrieving a first set of data from a first predetermined data source 
and a second set of data from a second predetermined data source, said first set of data 
and said second set of data each being in any one of several possible formats" See Fig. 4, 
in particular: 

• "A first set of data" corresponds to the home page that the web server sends to 
proxy server (Fig. 4, element 87, 89, col. 10, lines 5 - 8). 

• "A first predetermined data source" corresponds to a particular web server that 
sends data to the proxy server (preferred as first data source). 

• "A second set of data from a second predetermined data source" See col. 12, lines 
11-30. Data can be cached from other Internet servers. Therefore, this data is 
corresponding to the second set of data. The "other Internet server" corresponds 
to the "second predetermined data source". 
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• "First set of data in any one of a plurality of possible formats" See col. 10, lines 9 
- 18. There are plurality of files can be downloaded to the proxy server. There are 
at least two formats included: image file and text file formats. 

- "Analyzing means for analyzing said first set of data to select a first subset of data 
included in said first set of data" See col. 10, lines 9-18. retrieving the image file 
corresponds to the first subset of data that included in the home page (first set of data). 
"Analyzing said second set of data to select a second subset of data included in said 
second set of data" As noted above, the data can be obtained from different providers, 
therefore, the proxy server must be able to analyzing the data to retrieve further data as 
need for the request. 

"Means for displaying said first subset of data and said second subset of data a a display 
device" See Fig. 4, element s 105, 107, col. 10, lines 30 - 35. 

♦ As per claim 15, Kikinis discloses: 

"First predetermined data source is an Internet source" (See col. 12, lines 11-13, 
Kikinis). 

♦ As per claim 16, Kikinis discloses: 

- "Second predetermined data source is an Intranet resource" See column 1 1 line 58 -60, 
Kikinis. 

♦ As per claim 17-18, Kikinis discloses: 

- "Display device is a television monitor" See Fig. 1, column 4 line 35 - 48, Kikinis. 

♦ As per claim 19, Kikinis discloses: 

- "Display device is a screen on a web-enabled telephone" See Fig. 1-2, Kikinis. 
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♦ As per claim 20, Kikinis discloses: 
- "Display device is a screen on a PDA" See Fig. 1, column 4 line 35 - 48, Kikinis. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 13, 22 - 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dan Kikinis (U.S. 5,727,159). 

♦ As per claim 1, 14, 21 - 22, 

Dan Kikinis (U.S. 5,727,159) discloses an apparatus comprising: 

- "Retrieval means for retrieving a first set of data from a first predetermined data source, 
said first set of data including a second set of data" See Fig. 4, in particular: 

• "A first set of data" corresponds to the home page that the web server sends to 
proxy server (Fig. 4, element 87, 89, col. 10, lines 5 - 8). 

• "A first predetermined data source" corresponds to a particular web server that 
sends data to the proxy server (preferred as first data source). 

• "A second set of data" See col. 10, lines 9-18. There are plurality of files can be 
downloaded to the proxy server. There are at least two formats included: image 
file and text file formats. As noted, the JPG file is included in the home page. 
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Therefore, this JPG file corresponds to the second set of data. 
"Analyzing means for analyzing semantics, format, or position of second set of data 
within said first set of data" See col. 10, lines 9-18. The proxy server analyzes the home 
page format and retrieving the image file that included in the home page. Further, the 
format of the image file is recognized. In this case, it is a JPG format. Therefore, the 
proxy server must be able to analyzing the data to retrieve further data as need for the 
request. 

- " A fourth set of data" corresponds to the addition file that to be retrieved by the program. 
(Col. 10, lines 16 -18) 

Kikinis does not clearly disclose an agent comprising instructions based on said analysis of said 
of data. However, Kikinis discloses a program for processing commands from the user (Fig. 2, 
col. 6, lines 6-15). Clearly, the program must include instructions to execute user command. 
Therefore, this program corresponds to the "agent". It is clear that the claimed provision is 
inherited. Nonetheless, to expedite prosecution, even if the limitation of the above were not 
inherent, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include such an agent in order to simplify the processing. 

♦ As per claim 2, 

" Said retrieval, storing, recalling all reside and execute on a single computer device" See 
Fig. 1-2, Kikinis. 

♦ As per claim 3-4, 

" Storing means for storing said fourth said of data in a data store in a predetermined 
storage format" See Fig. 4, element 99-101. 
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"Display device is a television monitor" See Fig. 1, column 4 line 35 - 48, Kikinis. 

♦ As per claim 5 - 6, 10, 

"First set of data includes data about a device state from a home gateway system" See fig. 
4, Kikinis. 

♦ As per claim 7-8, 

"Display device is a screen on a web-enabled telephone" See Fig. 1- 2, Kikinis. 

♦ As per claim 9, 

"Display device is a screen on a PDA" See Fig. 1, column 4 line 35 - 48, Kikinis. 

♦ As per claim 11-13, 

"Identifying first, second, third candidates" corresponds to the identifying of ID, the size, 
resolution of the portable device (see column 10 line 20 - 24, Kikinis). Based on those 
parameters, the system of Kikinis will convert the data into a format to be displayed on 
the identified computer. 

♦ As per claim 23, 

Claim 23 is rejected based on the rejection of claim 1,11-14, and 22- 23. 
♦ As per claim 27, 

" Said second set of data is similar to said fourth set of data" as noted above, there 
plurality of file can be retrieved from a home page, in which it is similar with the first 
data file. Because the fourth set of data is the subset of second set data, it must be similar 
to each other. 
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3. Claims 24 - 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dan 
Kikinis (U.S. 5,727,159) in view of Hans Verner Thorsen (U.S. 6,052,688). 
♦ As per claim 24 - 26, 28 - 29, 

The Kikinis fails to disclose the teaching of "a scheduling application for activating said 
retrieval means at scheduled time intervals". However, Thorsen, on the other hand, discloses a 
computer-implemented control of access to atomic data items, in which, including the teaching 
of specifying a time value or a time interval for the data to be retrieved (See col. 4 line 57 - 60, 
Thorsen). The teaching of Thorsen also is in the same field with Kikinis (access data and 
retrieving data). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the teaching of Thorsen about specifying time interval for the data 
to be retrieved, into the system of Kikinis, because the combination would provided more 
controlling in the files to be accessed. Specified user can only access data files in a limited of 
time. A certain data can only be retrieved at a certain time. 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments filed 06/24/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's amendments to claims 1 - 29 are acknowledged. Consequently, Applicant just 
substitutes term "format" with term "syntax" for independent claims. The Examiner respectfully 
notes that the meaning of "format" and "syntax" are to be the same based on the broadest 
meaning of them. 
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Applicant argues that the Kikinis reference fails to teach, "analyzing means for analyzing 
semantics, syntax, or position of said second set of data within said first set of data" (See page 
10 of the Remark). The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Referring to " col. 10, lines 9-18, the proxy server analyzes the home page format and 
retrieving the image file that included in the home page. Further, the format of the image file 
is recognized. In this case, it is a JPG format. Therefore, the proxy server must be able to 
analyzing the data format to retrieve further data as need for the request. In addition the 
system also analyzes the position of data on a page (see col. 10, lines 52 - 56). The claims 
languages are required a system that capable of analyzes semantics, syntax, or position of 
data. As indicated above, the Kikinis reference does disclose one of the limitations. 
Therefore, the Kikinis reference still reads on the instant application. 

Conclusion 

2. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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3. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to CamLinh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272 - 4024. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272 - 4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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